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XL Some Obfervations upon an inedited 
Greek Coin of Philiftis, ^ueen of Sy~ 
racufe, Malta, and Gozo, who has been 
pajfed over in fdence by all the ancient 
Writers. In a Letter to Mathew Maty, 
M. D, Sec. R. S. from the Rev. John 
Swinton, B.D. F. R. S. Cujlos Archivorum 
of the Univerfty of Oxford, Member of the 
Academy degli Apatifti at Florence, and 
of the Etrufcan Academy of Cortona in 
Tufcany. 

I. 

SIR, 
Read March r^pi H E antient piece I propofe to con- 
"• I77 °- X . fider ( fee Tab. V. n. i.) here has a 
place affigned it in the very valuable ( i ) collection of 
the Reverend and learned Mr. Godwyn, Fellow of 
Balliol College, Oxford, who has been poffeffed of it 
feveral years. It exhibits on one fide the fame veiled 
head of a woman that occurs on a coin of Gozo, by me 
(2) heretofore defcribed; and on the other the figures 
forming the type, or fymbol, on the reverfe o£that coin. 
Before the face of the veiled head, on Mr. Godwyn's 
piece, the Greek word BASIAIS2AS prefents itfelf 
to our view \ and on the reverfe the name <MAI2- 

(1) This very valuable colle<3 ion is now depofited in the 
Bodleian Library, Oxon j Mr. Godwyn, who died in April, 
1^70* having bequeathed his noble library, and rich cabinet of 
antient coins, to the Univerfity of Oxford. 

(a) PUbfopb. TranfatJ. Vol. LVI. p. 261, 262. 

TIAOS, 
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TIAOS, PHILISTIDIS, in the exergue. The medal 
is of nearly the fize of the middle Roman brafs, or 
rather of fome of the Syraeufian brafs coins of the 
middle form. The head on the anterior pari is 
tolerably well preferved, but the type on the other 
is in much the fame Shattered condition as that ex- 
hibited by a coin of Gozo, confidered by me in a (3) 
former (fee Tab. V. n. 2.) paper, both of them hav- 
ing fuffered not a little from the injuries of time. In 
fine, were it not for the legends, in different langua- 
ges and chara&ers, thefe two antient pieces would 
agree in all refpe&s, and might be confidered as du- 
plicates of the fame medal. However, the Greek 
word on the anterior part, and the Greek name on 
the reverfe, will fufficiently, as I apprehend, an- 
nounce the piece in queftion an inedited coin. 

From the very valuable medal before me, in con- 
jun&ion with thofe of Gozo, published by the (4) 
Marquis Scipio Maffei, (5) Sig. Abate Venuti, and 
(6) the Royal (fee Tab. V. n. 2, 3.) Society, and 
that of Malta to be met with in (7) (fee Tab. V. 
n. 4.) M. Spon, it will moft evidently follow, that 
they are all coins of Philiftis ; and that this princefs was 

(3) Phtlofopb. Tranf. ubi fup. 

(4) Scip. Maff. Veron* IlluJiraU Lib. in. c. vii. p. 259. Ill 
Verona, 1732. 

(5) Ridolfino Venut. Differtaz* fopra alcm. MedagU Maltef. in 
Saggi di Differtaz. Accademich* pubblic* let* nella uobiU dccadem* 
Etrufc. dell* antkhijf. cit. di Cortona. Tom. I. p. 36, 37. la 
Roma, 1735. 

(6) Philofopk Tranfaif. ubi fup. p. 261, 262. 

(7) Spon, Rechtrch Curieufi tfAntiqulu p. 452. A Lyon, 
1683. 
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queen of Malta and Gozo, when thofe iflands were 
tinder the domination of the Greeks, and occupied 
by them and the Phoenicians* Which if we admit, 
it will farther from thence folio w* that all thofe 
pifcees were ftruck before the Carthaginians were 
pofleffed of Malta and G020. For the fettlement of 
the Phoenicians in thofe iflands was undoubtedly prior 
to that of the (8) Greeks, and the Carthaginians 
(*9) fucceeded the latter in the occupation of them. 
The medals therefore of Gozo by me formerly named 
Punic, fince the difcovery of Mr. Godwyn's coin, 
I would rather denominate (10) Phoenician, as being 
ftruck when the Phoenicians remained in that ifland. 
This feems to have been fufpe&ed by (1 1) Sig. Abate 
Venuti, when he affirms the piece fo perfectly fimi- 
lar to Mr. Godwyn's to be a Phoenician medal, or 
at leaft one of the moil antient Carthaginian coins ; 
but, by Mr. Godwyn's piece, it is rendered abfo- 
lutely inconteftable. We may therefore conclude, 
that the princefs whofe head appears on all thefe 
medals was queen of Malta and Gozo, before the 
Carthaginians were fettled in either of thofe iflands ; 
though the tiae when £be fwayed the fcepter there 
cannot, for want of fufficient light from antient hif- 
tory, with any precision, be fo eafily afcertained. 

(8) Thucydid. Lib. VII. Diod. Sic. Lib. V. Phil. Cluver. 
SiciL Aniiqu. Lib. II. p. 444. Lugd. Batavor. 161 9. Ridolfin. 

Venut. ubi fup. p. 35, 36* 

(9) Thucyd, Diod. Sic. Cluver. & Venut. ubi fup. ScyL 
Gary and. Peripl. Mar. Mediter. Burchard. Niderft. Malt. VeU & 
Nov. p. 35. Helmeftadii, 1660. 

(10) That thefe pieces were not properly Panic, feems farther 
to appear from the types, or fymbols, they exhibit j which are 
very different from thofe, that generally pfefent thcmfelves ta 
our view, on the proper Carthaginian coins. 

(11) Ridolfin. Venut. ubi fup. p. 36. HI. 
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IIL 

We meet with a (12) very minute Greek in- 
fcription, confifting of only the two words BA2I- 
AISEAS OIAI2TIAX1S, cut in the Heps of the 
antient theater at Syracufe, and (13) inferted in the 
volume of the infcriptions found in Sicily, juft pub- 
lished at Palermo, by the Prince di Torremuzza; 
who from thence collects, not unjuftly, as I appre- 
hend, that Philiftis was queen of Syracufe. This 
had been before conjured by the learned (14)%. 
Havercamp, but conje&ured only ; whereas the in- 
fcription here mentioned renders it, at leafl, extremely 
probable, and even, in conjunction with other con- 
federations, almoft, if not altogether, inconteftable. 
I fay, in conjunction with other considerations, as 
feveral reafons have been affigned for placing queen 
Philiftis on the throne of Syracufe. 1. It has been ob- 
ferved, that the bigae and quadrigae, with the winged 
figure in them, which appear on Philiftis's filver coins, 
feem much too grand for the fovereign of only two 
fach petty and minute iflands as Malta and Gozo. 2« 
The medals of Philiftis, (15) adorned with the afore- 

(12) Andr. Pigonat. Stats prefente degli Antichi Monument} 
Sicilian^ Tab. XVIL In Palermo, 1767. 

(13) Sicilia &f objacentium infularum veterum infer iptionum 
nova colleBio* prokgomenis et notis, a Principe de Torremuzza, 
ilhjirat. claff.vii.p. 6t. Panormi, 1769. 

(14) Sig. Havercamp. Sicil. Numifmatic. Vol. II. p. 1014* 

(15) We are told by Baron * Spanheim,who has been followed 
herein by M. f D'Orville, that none of theSyracafian monarch* 

* Ez. Spanhem. ZV praftant. & ufl mumifmaU antique* * mm. I 
DifTert. viii. p. 376, 545, 347. Edit. Load. 170$. 
f Jac. Phil. D'Ox?U. Skid, p. 4.57* 5°7- Araftelodami, 1764. 

M % faid 
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faid bigae and quadrigae, both in their type and 
workrmnfhip, feem greatly to refemble thofe of 
Gelo, king of Syracufe, and other Syracufian coins. 

before Hieronymus, the laft of them, ever wore a diadem 5 from 
whence he concludes, that all the coins of thofe monarchs, with 
diademated heads upon them, and particularly thofe of Gelo, Hiero 
I. Dionyfiusl. &1I. Agathocles, and Hiero II. were pofterior to 
the times in which thofe princes lived, and even to the reign of 
Hieronymus, But this falfe notion has been fully and effe&ually 
refuted by the Prince di * Torremuzza, in the prolegomena pre- 
fixed to his volume of antient infcriptions found in Sicily, and 
printed at Palermo, this very year. The learned Prince firft 
there (hews, that Baron Spanheim is inconfiftent with himfelf in 
this particular $ and then to demonftration proves, that the coins 
of Gelo, Hiero I. Dionyfius I. & II. Agathocles, and Hiero II. 
with diademated heads upon them, were actually ftruck when 
thofe princes fat upon the throne of Syracufe. To which I (hall 
beg leave to add, that the elegance of the workmanfhip of the 
very antient Sicilian coins is no argument at all againft their 
remote antiquity ; as the Sicilians, and particularly the Syra- 
cufians, who were the politeft part of them, excelled in all 
the arts of peace, and therefore in the elaborate concinnity of 
their money, as well as military fkill and bravery, in the 
days of Gelo, and even before, at leaft, the latter part of that 
prince's reign. This has been clearly evinced by the learned Sig* 
f Bianconi, in the very valuable little treatife here referred to $ 
in which, amongft other things, he inconteftably proves the 
medals of Gelo, and particularly thofe mentioned here, to have 
firft appeared in the reign of that prince* adducing at the fame 
time feveral ancient Sicilian pieces even prior to thofe coins. 
Jtfor wilj it be improper farther to remark, that what has been 
advanced by Sig. Bianconi on the latter head is confirmed by 
(fee Tab. V. n. £, 6, 7.) feveral rnedafe of Leontium, or Leon- 
tin*, Agrigentum, and Syracufe, now in my fmall cabinet; 
the forms of the chara&ers on which moft evidently demonstrate 

* Princep. de Torremuz. SicHue etobjacentlum infidar. *veter. wfcription* 
no<v* colled, prolegom. et not, illuftrdt, prolegom, p, LIV, LV, JLVI. Pa- 
ji or mi, 1769. 

f Joati. Baptift. Biancoiu && aniiqu* liMr* H&braou & Gracor* HheU 
p. 37—45. Bononiae, 17&+ 

3- The 
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3. The very (16) learned Father Froelich takes the 
fabric of thefe pieces not a little to referable that of 
many of thofe ftruck in Sicily. I am therefore in- 
clined to believe, that Philiftis was queen of Syra- 
cufe, at the fame time that fhe was fovereign of 
Malta and Gozo ; and that thofe iflands, whofe Greek 
inhabitants were probably for the moft part either 
Syracufians or of Syracufian extraction, were depen- 
dencies of Syracufe, when the medals now in view 
fir ft appeared. Nor can this, I think, after what 
has been faid here, be well denied* 

IV. 

As we find not the leaft mention made of queen 
Philiftis in antient hiftory, and no certain chrono- 
logical characters on her coins * I muft not take upon 
me to afcertain, with any degree of precifxon, either 
the end or commencement of her reign. It may 
neverthelefs be prefumed, that fhe (17) muft have 

them to have preceded the middle and latter part of Gelo's reign* 
Other teftimonies and arguments might be offered in fupport of 
the point I am now upon, were it not altogether fuperfluous to 
produce them here, 

(16) Erafm. Froelieh.. Element* Numifmath. p. 133, 134* 
Vienna** Pragae, etTergefti, 1758. Prin. deTorremuz. ubi fup* 

As the filver pieces here mentioned were antiently of a greater 
current value, and more remarkable* than*any of the other coins 
of Philiftis £ they feem to have appertained to that fpecies of 
money called Philistidion by Hefychius. I have, (fee Tab. V- 
n. 8.) one of them, perfe£ly well preferved,, of the tetradachmal 
form. We are told by Beger, that they have been mentioned 
by Suidas,, but this is a miftake. &}j&&q» 9 vo^kt^oc tu Hefych- 
Vide L* Beger. Thefawr. Brand. Seleft. Tom. I, p. 300, 301. 

(17) That the reign of Philiftis was anterior to that of Dio- 
ayfius I. will,. I believe, from the following confiderations, pretty 
clearly appear, it There feems to be a fort of chafm in the 

preceded 
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preceded the el'dfetf Dionyfius, who afbend^i the 
throne of Syracufe about 404 years before the 
birth of Christ; which if we admit, it will per- 
haps be allowed probable, that the coins of Gozo 

Syracufian hiftory for the interval between the expulfion of 
Thrafybulus and the beginning of the elder DionyfiusY reign, or 
rather for that part of this interval terminated by the afpiration 
of Tyndarides to the regal dignity $ or, at leaft:, the hiftory 
of Syracufe during this period muft be allowed to be very im- 
perfect, jejune, and indiftincT:. It is therefore more eafy and 
natural to place queen Philiftis there than in any part of the 
fubfequent interval, between Dionyfms's acceffion and the re- 
duction of Syracufe by the Romans : efpecially, as the Syracufian 
hiftory during that period is full of great events, contains 
a pretty regular feries of the kings, tyrants, pretors, and 
rollers of that city ; and confequently will not, at hd& with fo 
much propriety, afford us room for a princefs never mentioned 
therein. 2. Phiiiftis's filverinedals fo much referable thofe of 
Gelo, king of Syracufe, as has been already obferved, that we 
may from thence conclude her not to have been many years pos- 
terior to that prince. 3. She was iqueen of Malta and Gozo> 
when the Phoenicians, in conjunction with the Greeks, occupied 
thofe iflands, and confequently before they were poffeffed by the 
Carthaginians. But it feems extremely probable, from the teftU 
monyof Thucydides, that the Phoenicians ftill remained there* 
when he wrote his hiftory, and confequently at the time of the 
Peloponnefian war. Nor da I find them mentioned, as poflefled 
of Malta and Gozo, by any later writer. From whence we 
may conclude it not improbable, that the Carthaginians might 
have begun to fettle there not many years after the end of that 
war ; efpecially, as they feem to have been poflefled of thofe 
iflands fome time, at leaft, before Scylax of Caryanda, who, ac- 
cording to the very learned Mr. Dodwell, was cotemporary with 
Polybius, wrote nis Periplus Maris Mediterranei, as we learft 
from that curious and valuable author. As therefore the firft 
appearance of Philiftis*s Phoenician coins, ftruck In the ifle of 
Gozo, muft have preceded the earlieft fettlement of the Cartha- 
ginians there and in Malta, which probably happened not many 
years after the conclufion of the Peloponnefian war ; and as 
queen Philiftii's reign feems to , have been fucceeded by the 
exaltation of Tyndarides, which preceded, at leaft, 20 years 
she commencement of that war \ we may, I would prefume, 

now 
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now before me are more antient than any that have 
been hitherto tranfmitted down to us, with Phoenician 
chara&ers upon them. For that the reign of PhJU 
liftis was anterior to that of Dionyfius I. feems plain 
from hence, that there is no room for her in the 
fubfequent part of the Syracufian hiftory, as I have juft 
obferved j the whole fpace being filled with the reigns 
of princes and tyrants, of which we meet with a good 
account in antient hiftory. Nor will it appear ftrange, 
that what is advanced here (hould be agreeable to 
truth, though hiftory has been altogether filent as to the 
princefs whofe coins I am now endeavouring to 
throw fome light upon. For we may infer from 
(18) Tully, that there were 27 kings and tyrants of 
Syracufe, of which eleven have been unnoticed in 
hiftory 5 and from (19) Valerius Maximus it ap. 

fafely fuppofe that princefs to have begun her reign above forty 
years before Dionyfius the elder afcended the Syracufian throne. 
Nor do I apprehend, that the learned, after having maturely 
weighed what has been here advanced, will refufe their affent to 
fuch a fuppofition. Diod. Sic. Lib. XI. p. 469, 470, Ed. Wef- 
feling. Amftelodami, 1745. Thucydid* Lib. VII. Scyl. Gary- 
and. Valer. Max, Phil. Cluver. Burchard. Niderft. Ridolf.Venut. 
&c. Univ. Hift* vol. vii. p. 556. Lond. 1747. 

(18) Cic. Or at. inVerrem^ Lib.iv. cap. 55. Vidcetiam. PruU 
de Torremuzza, ubi fup. p. 62. col. 2- 

(19) Valer. Maxim. Lib. VI. cap. 2. extern. 2. Prin, de 
Torremuzza, ubi fup. p. 62. col. 2. — The anecdote here referred 
to is as follows. " When the whole body of the Syracufian^ 

Tarneftly wifhed for Dionyfius's death,, on account of the 
extreme rigour and feverity of his government; a very old 
woman offered up her prayers |every morning to the gods for 
the continuance of his life, and that fhe might not furvive 
him. The tyrant being informed of this, and wondering at 
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4< her unmerited benevolence, fent for her, and alked her how 
** he came to be fo much in her favour ? She replied in the fol« 

cc 



lowing terms. ** When I was a girl, we had a cruel tyrant* 
whofe death I greatly defired. He was at laft cut off by his 

5 pears, 
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pears, that there muft have been fome intermediate 
princes between the elder Dionyfius and Gelo, kings 
of Syracufe, whofe names do not occur in any 
antient writer. We may therefore, as I apprehend, 
fafely enough place queen Philiftis in the interval 
between Dionyfius I. and Gelo, kings of Syracufi^ 
and even fomewhere near the earlier of thofe prince^ 
as her filver medals fo much refemble Gelo's filver 
coins. If therefore it fhould be fuppofed probable, 
that the pieces of Gozo, adorned with Phoenician 
letters, were ftruck in that ifland, about 450 years 
before the commencement of the Chriftian aera; 
the learned would nor, I flatter myfelf, refufe their 
tflcnt to fuch a fuppoftfion. 

V. 

When the Carthaginians firft poffefled themfelvea 
of Malta and Gozo, as fufficient light has not been 
afforded us by any antient writer in this matter, I can- 
not take upon me pofitively to fays but that they were 
fettled there before the days of Scylax of Caryanda, 
who, according to the very learned Mr, Dodwell, was 
cotemporary with Polybius, we Jearn from that cele- 
brated (20) author. We are informed moreover by 

" fubje&s, and fueeeeded by a greater tyrant $ after whom you 
" mounted the throne* As therefore your government is more 
" intolerable than that of either of your wicked predeceflfors, I 
" am afraid your fucceflbr will he ftill worfe than you are, and 
" therefore I pray daily to the gods for your health and prefer- 
" vation." Hence it feems probable, that the interval between 
the expulfxon of Thrafybulus, and the beginning of DionyfiWs 
l-eign, about 60 years, was filled up by the reigns of the two 
namelefs tyrants here mentioned, and of fome others who have 
been paffed over in filence by the hiftorians of Syracufe. Valer, 
Maxim. & Prin. de Torremuzza, ubi fup. 

(20) Scyl. Caryand. in PeripL Mar. Mediter. p. 50, Ed. 
Oxon. i6q8# _. 

(2i)Thu- 
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(21) Thucydides, that in his days, or rather at the 
time of the Peloponnefian war, the Phoenicians, 
and not the Carthaginians, were inhabitants of 
Malta and Gozo. The Carthaginians muft therefore 
have firft occupied, thofe iflands in feme part of the 
interval between the Peloponnefian war and the age 
of Polybius ; which is all we can, with fafety, 
pronounce, (22) or decide, in this dark and intricate 
affair, 

VI. 

I have already offered it as my opinion, fince an 
Jnfpeftion of Mr. Godwyn's medal, that the pieces of 
Gozo I (23) formerly attempted to explain, are not 
Punic, but proper Phoenician, coins. Nor can it 
reafonably be deemed an objection to this opinion 
that the mafculine plural termination of the inferip- 
tion is IN, and not IM. For that mafculine plurals, 
even in the days of Sanchoniatho, fometimes, amongft 
the Phoenicians, ended in IN, we learn from (24) 
Philo Byblius. The Phoenician words Beelfameo, 
or paty bjt2 9 and Zophafcmin, or \^V PlflV:*, occurring 
in that author, to omit others that might, with equal 
facility, be adduced; and (25} particularly the legend 
pY>% TZIDON1N, on the reverfe of a Sidonian 

(21) Thucydid. Lib. VII. Phil. Cluver. ubi fup. 

(22) That the Carthaginians, however, began to fettle either 
in one or both of the iflands here mentioned not many years after 
the conelufion of the Peloponnefian war, we may venture to 
pronounce probable, from what has been advanced in a pre- 
ceding note. 

(23) Philofiph. Tranfaft, Vol, LVI. p. 235, 236, 261, 262. 

(24) Sanchoniath. a pud Eufeb, Prap. Evai:g t Vid. etiam Bo- 
charr. Chan, cap. II. p. 783. Francofurti ad Moenum, 1681. 

(25) Peller. Recuell de Medmlks de Pcuples & de Vilies, &c. 
Tom. II. p. 221. PI. LXXXII. n. 19, 20, 21, 22. A Paris, 1763. 

Vol. LX. N coin. 
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coin, published by M. PeBerin, will fet the point 
Jbere infifted on beyond difpute* 



It may not be improper to remark here r that the 
pieces of Gozo considered in this and two of my 
former papers were {26), at firft, taken for antient 
Mattefe medals, by M. Pellerin. Nor did I know, 
that he had altered his opinion, with regard to the 
place where thefe coins were ftruck, till the month 
of June, 1769, when his tail very valuable fupple- 
&ient fufficiently apprized me (27) of that alteration. 
Had I known this fooner, I would moft certainly 
have mentioned it, either in one or both of my 
papers relative to thefe coins, inferted in the laft 
volume of the Phikfopkical iVanfafiionSj which was 
then ready for publication. At fuch a juncture as 
this, it was impofliWe for me to do that learned man 
juftice, in this particular, there 5 which gave me, as 
it ought, no fmall uneafinefs and concern. And this I 
the more readily own,, as I have the higheft regard for 
M. Pellerin, on account of his exalted merit and abili- 
ties, as well as his fingular modefty, candour, and ge- 
nerality. His works moft clearly demonftrate his fu- 
perior learning, judgment, fagacity, and penetration, 
at the fame time that they difcbver not the leaft tinc- 
ture of that vanity and oftentation which fo ftrongly 
mark the writings of certain other antiquaries, who 
yet make a very confiderable figure in the learned 
world. 

(26) Peller. ubi fup. p. 85, 86. 

(27) Peiler. ^uatrume et dernier fuppliment % &fc. p. 5.7, 8f. 
A Paris, 2767, 

VIIL 



VIII. 

But though M. Pellerin and I both agree, in our 
notions of the place where the coins in queftion firft 
appeared, as well as our ideas of the Phoenician cha- 
racters with which they are adorned ; yet we differ 
considerably, in our ledtions of the word formed of 
thofe characters. I read it CAVLIN, making it a 
gentile name, fuch (28) as |Hlf, TZIDQNIN, 
CWW, TZiDONIM, tDTlDp, KOSVRNIM, &c. 
which we meet with on the medals of Si.don and 
Coflura ; this feeming to me the moft natural le&ion, 
as well as the moft confonant to the manner and 
genius of fuch minute inferiptions on the proper 
Phoenician coins: whereas he reads this word COLL, 
or COLON; neither of which leCtions will, as I 
apprehend, prove fatisfa&ory to the learned. For if 
we fuppofe both the fecond and third letters to 
be Lamed, according to the eaftern pronunciation (29), 
it ought to be read CALAL, or CALLAL, 
not COLL; but if we fhould take the laft letter 
for Nun, and pronounce the word COLON, the 
termination would feem to favour more of the Greek 
language than the Phoenician. Farther, if we flhould 
chufe the firft reading given us by M. Pellerin, the 
correfpondent Greek word ought to be KOAAOS ; 
if the latter, KOAONO£ 5 neither of which words, as 
the old name of Gozo, unlefs I am greatly deceived, 
in any antient Greek writer, occurs. 

IX. 

Thus have I endeavoured to fliew, that, by the 
affiftance of a very curious and valuable inedited 

(28) Peller. Supplem. aux fix volumes ^ &c, p. 27. A Paris, 1765. 
Pbilofoph. Tranfaft. Vol. LVIII. p. 237, 239. 
(29 J Val. SchindL Lex. Pentagiot. p. J614. Hanovke, 162 r. 

N 2 Greek 
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Greek coin, (30) fome difcoveries may be made ; 
which will probably be looked upon as no inconfide- 
rable acquifition both to the fcience of antient medals 
and antient hiftory, by thofe who are the moft pro- 
per and competent judges of the affair. The commu- 
nication of this, then, 1 would flatter rnyfelf, will by 
no means prove unacceptable to the Royal Society ; 
who have always been ready to countenance and pro- 
mote difcoveries in (3 1 ) every branch of fcience and 

(30) I fay fome difcoveries may be made ; as the fix following 
points, never hitherto difcovered, feem clearly and naturally 
deducible from what has been advanced in this paper* i # The 
coins of Gozo by me formerly explained, as well as all other 
iimilar pieces, are to be reputed proper Phoenician, not- Punic, 
coins. 2. They are Phoenician medals of queen Phiiiflis, and were 
confequently ftruck in that princefs's reign. 3. Philiftis was- 
probably queen of Syracufe, as well as of Malta and Gozo, 

4. The two iflands laft mentioned were, in all likelihood, de- 
pendencies of Syracufe, when the coins in queftion firft appeared. 

5. Phiiiflis was anterior to Dionyfius ]. king of Syracufe, and 
feems to have lived about 450 years before the birth of Christ. 

6. The Greeks and Phoenicians jointly occupied the iflands of 
Malta and Gozo, during that princefs's reign. Other curious 
particulars may probably hereafter tranfpire from Mr* Godwyn's 
moil: valuable inedited Greek coin, when it has been farther 
examined, and compared with other medals of PhiliiHs* by the 
learned. 

(3O T" what is faid here, I muft beg leave to add, that the 
Royal Society feem to have a peculiar right to this paper; as 
they did me the honour to publifli two others^ upon two Phce- 



Abate Venuti, to belong to the ifle of Malta ; having been led into 
that miftake by his J differtation upon them, and hindered frcm 

* Phlhfoph. TravfaM. <vol. LVII1 /. 235, 253* 
t Riclolfw. Venzi, ubi fwp. 
% Id, ibid. 
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ufeful literature. You will therefore indulge me the 
liberty of addreffing this paper to you, in order to 
have it prelented to that very learned and illuftrious 
body ; and believe me to be, with great truth, and 
the mofl perfed efteem, 

Good Sir» 

Your much obliged*, 
and very faithful, 
humble fervant^ 

^t C l;i1;S on ' J ohn s ^nton.. 

difcovering the place where they were ftruck by the draughts of 
them given us by * Laftanofa, Paruta, and Sig. Abate Venuti, 
in which the fecond and third characters are manifeftly one and 
the fame letter. But having received from the late Mr. Carmey, 
about twelve or fourteen years fmce, the two Phoenician medals 
of Gozo by me formerly explained, and publifhed by the Royal f 
Society ; I prefently discovered the fecond letter on the reverfe 
of the firft to be Lamed, and the third Nun. This induced me 
to attribute the piece to the city, and ifle, of Gozo ; and having 
communicated my notion to three learned antiquaries, my par- 
ticular friends, one of whom is ftill living, very foon after the 
coin fell into my hands, they immediately declared themfelves of 
the fame opinion. 

* Fmut. Laflanofa, Parut. ubl /up. 

t Fbibfiph. tranfaa, ubi /up, p. %%$> % Sh 
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